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Socializing Service Dogs in Training Checklist

Surfaces
" Dirt
" Grass
" Gravel
“ Sand
" Tile

" Concrete

" Puddles/Water
" Grates
Animals

“ Small animals
" Birds

“ Cats

" Farm animals
" Large dogs

“ Little dogs
Places

" Medical Office
" Cafeteria

“ Trade Shops

" Elevators

" Slippery Surfaces

Equipment

" Collar

" Leash

" Crate

" Harness

“ Vest

" Head Halter
Smells

“ Human Foods in various settings
" Vehicle Exhaust
" Paint

“ Rubbing Alcohol
Things

" Traffic

“ Full-Wall Mirrors
“ Vacuum

“ Stairs

“ Balloons

" Umbrellas

" Children’s toys that make noise
and move

“ Mobility Equipment (wheelchair,
cane, walker, motorized wheelchair)

People

" Babies

" Toddlers

" Pre-Teens

" Teens

" Men

" Women

" People of all Races

" People Wearing
Hats/Coats/Hoodies

" Police Officers

" Firemen

" People in Wheelchairs

" People with Medical Equipment
" People in Costumes

Sounds

" Thunder

" Barking Dogs

" Diesel Engines

" Loudspeaker

" Music
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Socializing Your Dog

...refers to providing him with POSITIVE experiences with NEW THINGS. The best way to make sure
your dog has great experiences is to include things he loves (like food or toys)

new things &
environments
To prevent noise phobia (eg, fear of
thunder), feed your dog a tiny treat
every fime the noise happens.
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Visit parking lots and other busy places just to watch the
people, animals, vehicles, etc. and feed your dog treats.
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Remember: EXPOSURE alone isn’t socialization!
If your dog isn’t having a great time, you could do more harm than good. Dogs don’t just “get over” issues by themselves,
so if your dog is shy, worried, or overly excited, leave the situation and work with a professional who can help both of
you. If your dog is having a blast and is happy and comfortable, you're deing a great job of socializing him!
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